[Results of goniotrepanation in chronic simple glaucoma after drug therapy and argon laser trabeculoplasty].
In a retrospective study the effects of goniotrephination following antiglaucoma medication and argon laser trabeculoplasty (ALT) were examined. The study addressed the first treated eye in each of 61 patients. In all patients tropial antiglaucoma medication was continued after ALT. In the period between ALT and goniotrepanation the cup-disc ratio (CDR) progressed significantly (P < 0.01), with worsening of visual field defects. The long-term antiglaucoma medication and the ALT had no effect on the wound healing following the filtering procedure. ALT is contraindicated in preexisting pathologic CDR and visual field defects. In such cases intraocular pressure must be reduced to below 20 mmHg: filtration surgery is effective in lowering the intraocular pressure sufficiently.